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Pope Pius XII personally is directing negotiations currently taking plece 

for a concordat betweon the Vatican and Yureslavia. The representative of 

the Yugoslav Government engaged in the negotiations is assisted by e reli-~ 
Initial contact was established on the Vatican's initiative, 


gious adviser. 
the end of October, 1948, through the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Yugoslav Legation, in Rome. 


As preliminary, the Vatican insisted on some guarantee of good faith on the 
part of the Yugoslav Government. As a result, the latter eventually agreed 
to relenso all Yugoslav churchmen still in prison on political charges and 
to offer compensation for demges. The nature of the compensation wes loft 
unspecified, but it was agreed thet it might take the form of restoration 
‘of ohurch property or the oxtension of certain privileges, befare the agree~ 


ment was announced officially. 


The Vatican is raising the following points for negotiation: 
Conclusion of a new concordat to replace tho one abrogated 
by the Yugoslave; 


bd. Repeal by the Yuposlevs of all anti-religious laws, prre 
ticularly those against tho Roman Catholic church, in 


Be 


Yup os lLavia; 

Ge - quality of the Roman Catholic church, in Yugoslavia, with 
all other chershes and complete freedom of catholics to 
perform religious duties; and 

do Recognition by Yugoslavia of the danger of subordinating 
the Serbian and other orthodox sects, in Yugoslavia, to 
the Russian grand synod. 
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4. The Yugoslav Governmont has made the following demands: - 


a. The “atican shall expreasly forbid a1] political acti- 
vity on the part of tho Roman Catholic church, in 
Yuroslavias 


be. The Roman Catholic church shall limit its propagenda to 
those areas in which the catholics sre in the majority; 
and. 


Ce If the Yugoslav Government arrees to adopt a more favor- 
able attitude towerd roligion, the Vatican shall refrain 
from any public reaction likely to undermine the Govern~ 
ments authority. 


5. The Vatican, it is reported, anticipates the g¢reatest contortion to be the 
question of the return of church propertys 
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